
English Course Offerings: An Overview 

 

For the 2013-2014 school year, Loudoun County Public School District is 

implementing a change in the course offerings for English 11. Advanced Placement 

English Language and Composition will be offered to juniors and seniors. 

 

The following charts are intended to give a fair overview of the different courses 

offered for juniors and seniors so that students and parents can select the courses 

that are the best fit for students’ strengths, weakness, and interests. Exact 

numbers of works, essays, tests and projects may vary slightly for a variety of 

reasons.  

 

If you have questions, please ask the English Department Chair, Mrs. Cassandra 

Donahue, or your counselor. 

 

Additional information about these courses, as well as all English courses, can be 

found at www.lcps.org under Academics. Please see “English” and then Course 

Syllabi and Curriculum Guides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/


Option 1: English 11 Academic 

English 
Academic 

English Academic - Requirements Notes 

Course 
Description 
 

Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL 

and students engage in a variety of activities 

designed to extend and improve their skills in 

writing, reading, and speaking.  The study of 

grammar and usage increases accuracy in 

students’ speaking and writing.  The writing of 

persuasive and analytical essays and a research 

paper encourages mastery of specific 

composing skills. Students are prepared for the 

Virginia Standards of Learning End-of-Course 

testing as well as for SAT Verbal and SAT 

Writing tests. 

 

 Students study American literature 

through a survey of the major literary periods 

and authors.  Students apply literary terms to 

their interpretation of authors’ meanings and 

styles.  Students improve their vocabulary 

through words encountered in readings and 

content presentations as well as through SAT-

focused curriculum.  Students develop 

speaking skills through various group and 

individual assignments with an emphasis on 

persuasive presentations.  Teachers incorporate 

activities to prepare students for the Grade 11 

SOL reading and writing tests. 

 

Potential texts include: 

The Crucible, The Scarlet Letter, The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The 

Catcher in the Rye, The Great Gatsby, 

Raisin in the Sun  

 

Weighting  No GPA weighting.  

Testing No corresponding College Board testing.  

Reading 
Requirements 

1 major works per quarter. 

Reading will be done both in class and 

independently outside of class. 

 

Required Prep 
Time outside of 
class per class 
meeting 

30 minutes - 1 hour  prep per class This includes reading, reviewing, 

studying, annotating, completing 

assignments, writing drafts, editing, 

revising, accessing information, 

keeping up with current events, etc. 

 

Typical 
Summative 
Tests and 
Papers 

1-2 tests per quarter 

Multiple essays per quarter – one major essay 

per unit 
Regular vocabulary quizzes. 

 

Persuasive mode is assessed on the VA 

SOL.  

Typical 
Summative 
Projects 

1 major and 1 minor project  per quarter  



Option 2:  English Honors 

English Honors English Honors - Requirements Notes 

Course 
Description 
 

Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL to 

challenge students to respond in a fluent, 

effective, and analytical manner.  Students are 

expected to master skills in grammar and 

usage.  Frequent writing assignments, which 

include persuasive and analytical essays and a 

research paper, emphasize specific composing 

skills in preparation for SAT Verbal, SAT 

Writing, and Advanced Placement English. 

 

 Students study American literature in a 

survey of the major literary periods and 

authors.  Students apply literary analysis 

through application of literary terms and 

comparisons of authors’ styles, meanings, and 

themes.  Students improve their vocabulary 

through an SAT-focused curriculum and words 

encountered in readings and content 

presentations.  Speaking skills are practiced 

through various group and individual 

assignments with an emphasis on persuasive 

presentations.  Teachers incorporate activities 

to prepare students for the Grade 11 SOL 

reading and writing tests 

Potential texts include: 

The Crucible, The Scarlet Letter, The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The 

Catcher in the Rye, The Great Gatsby, 

Raisin in the Sun  

 

Weighting  .5 GPA weighting Honors students will complete an 

Honors Portfolio to meet the state 

requirement for the grade weight. 

Testing No corresponding College Board test. 

 

 

Reading 
Requirements 

1-2 major works, 6-10 shorter works per 

quarter. 

Reading will be done independently outside 

of class. 

 

Required Prep 
Time outside of 
class per class 
meeting 

1-2 hours prep per class This includes reading, reviewing, 

studying, annotating, completing 

assignments, writing drafts, editing, 

revising, accessing information, 

reviewing vocabulary, etc. 

 

Typical 
Summative 
Tests and 
Papers 

Tests, quizzes, class work, presentations, 

essays, projects, journals, regular vocabulary 

quizzes 

 

Persuasive mode is assessed on the VA 

SOL. 

Typical 
Summative 
Projects 

Typically 1 major and 1 minor project  per 

quarter 

 

 



Option 3:  Advanced Placement Language and Composition 

AP Language 
and 

Composition 

AP Language and Composition - 
Requirements 

Notes 

Course 
Description 
 

The Advanced Placement course in English 

Language and Composition develops students 

into skilled readers of prose written in a variety 

of rhetorical contexts and into skilled writers 

who compose for a variety of purposes. Both 

their writing and their reading make students 

aware of the interactions among a writer’s 

purposes, audience expectations, and subjects 

and make them aware also of the way genre 

conventions and the resources of language 

contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

 

 AP Language and Composition 

requires a close analysis of a variety of 

nonfiction writing, including essays, 

letters, and speeches. There will be 

some American literature infused in 

the curriculum to satisfy the Virginia 

SOL requirements. Students will write 

in a variety of forms not only to 

explore and evaluate the nonfiction 

that is read, but also to hone their skills 

in using rhetorical techniques and in 

writing in the various modes. Students 

will research using primary and 

secondary sources in order to develop 

a position essay. Students will also 

learn how to analyze and synthesize a 

variety of sources in order to create an 

informed argument. 

 

Weighting  1.0 GPA grade weighting 

 

 

Testing College Board Test in early May 

 

 

Reading 
Requirements 

1-2 major works, 6-10 shorter non-fiction 

works per quarter. 

Reading will be done independently outside 

of class. 

Students will be issued essay and 

composition tests; in addition, students 

will read a number of speeches, essays, 

articles, and current events for class.  

 

Required Prep 
Time outside of 
class per class 
meeting 

1-2 hours prep per class This includes reading, reviewing, 

studying, annotating, completing 

assignments, writing drafts, editing, 

revising, accessing information, 

keeping up with current events, etc. 

 

Typical 
Summative 
Tests and 
Papers 

1-2 tests per quarter 

4-6 essays per quarter 

 

 

Typical 
Summative 
Projects 

1 major and 1 minor project  per quarter  

 

 



English 12 Options:  Advanced Composition and World Literature, Advanced 

Placement Literature and Composition, Advanced Placement Language and 

Composition 

 

Option 1: Advanced Composition and World Literature 

 
English 12A is divided into two semester-long courses.   

 
Course Title Advanced Composition 

Requirements 

Semester 1 

 

World Literature 
Requirements 

 
Semester 2 

Course 
Description 
 

The Advanced Composition course 

prepares students to be competent and 

independent writers who can write 

stylized prose for a variety of audiences 

and purposes. Students will take part in 

process writing, utilizing pre-writing, 

writing, revising, editing, and peer 

reviewing strategies as they compose 

essays (including a research essay) and 

employment-related materials. 

The goal of the World Literature 

course is to emphasize the study and 

consideration of the literary, cultural, 

and human significance of selected 

great works of world literature. 

Attention is focused on critical 

thinking and writing within a 

framework of cultural diversity.  

Instruction is aligned with the Virginia 

SOL. 

 

Weighting  No GPA bump No GPA bump 

AP Testing This course does not have a 

corresponding College Board test. 

This course does not have a 

corresponding College Board test. 

Reading 
Requirements 

Students will write 8-9 papers in 

Advanced Composition; emphasis is on 

general college and business style writing. 

Students will study 1-2 major works 

per quarter; reading is done outside of 

class. Potential titles: The Kite Runner, 

Metamorphosis, Oedipus Rex, The 

Stranger 

Required Prep 
Time outside of 
class per class 
meeting 

½ - 1 hour prep per class ½- 1 hour per class 

Typical 
Summative 
Assignments 

Few tests in Advanced Composition; 

writing portfolios; résumé and cover 

letter; journals 

oral presentation 

Tests, quizzes, class work, 

presentations, essays, projects, 

journals 

 
 



Option 2: Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 

AP Literature 
and 

Composition 

AP Literature and Composition - 
Requirements 

Notes 

Course 
Description 
 

The AP English Literature and Composition 

course engages students in the careful reading 

and critical analysis of imaginative literature 

(fiction). Through the close reading of selected 

texts, students deepen their understanding of the 

ways writers use language to provide both 

meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they 

read, students consider a work’s structure, style 

and themes, as well as such smaller-scale 

elements as the use of figurative language, 

imagery, symbolism and tone. 

This course is reading (fiction – novels, 

short stories, poetry) and writing intensive. 

Weighting  1.0 GPA grade weighting 

 

 

Testing College Board Test in early May 

 

 

Reading 
Requirements 

2-3 major works, 2 minor works (short stories) 

per quarter. 8-9 novels/plays per school year. 

 

Reading will be done independently outside of 

class. 

The Things They Carried  (Tim O’Brien) 

Slaughterhouse V  (Kurt Vonnegut Jr) 

The Poisonwood Bible (Barbara 

Kingsolver ) 

 She Stoops to Conquer (Oliver Goldsmith) 

Heart of Darkness (Joseph Conrad –  get a 

version with endnotes)   

William Shakespeare Tragedy –  either 

Othello or King Lear – it will be selected 

by your individual teacher –  

Independent Reading Selection 

(predetermined list)  

Home ( Toni Morrison) 

 

Required Prep 
Time outside of 
class per class 
meeting 

1-2 hours prep per class This includes reading, reviewing, studying, 

annotating, completing assignments, 

writing drafts, editing, revising, accessing 

information, etc. 

 

Summative 
Tests and 
Papers 

Major paper per work studied; practice exam 

essays and essay outlines. 

 

 

Summative 
Projects 

2-3 major projects per year;  

2-3 minor projects per year 

 

 

 

 



Option 3: Advanced Placement Language and Composition 

AP Language 
and 

Composition 

AP Language and Composition - 
Requirements 

Notes 

Course 
Description 
 

The Advanced Placement course in English 

Language and Composition develops students 

into skilled readers of prose written in a variety 

of rhetorical contexts and into skilled writers 

who compose for a variety of purposes. Both 

their writing and their reading make students 

aware of the interactions among a writer’s 

purposes, audience expectations, and subjects 

and make them aware also of the way genre 

conventions and the resources of language 

contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

 

 AP Language and Composition 

requires a close analysis of a variety of 

nonfiction writing, including essays, 

letters, and speeches. Students will 

write in a variety of forms not only to 

explore and evaluate the nonfiction 

that is read, but also to hone their skills 

in using rhetorical techniques and in 

writing in the various modes. Students 

will research using primary and 

secondary sources in order to develop 

a position essay. Students will also 

learn how to analyze and synthesize a 

variety of sources in order to create an 

informed argument. 

 

Weighting  1.0 GPA grade weighting 

 

 

Testing College Board Test in early May 

 

 

Reading 
Requirements 

1-2 major works, 6-10 shorter non-fiction 

works per quarter. 

Reading will be done independently outside 

of class. 

Students will be issued essay and 

composition tests; in addition, students 

will read a number of speeches, essays, 

articles, and current events for class.  

 

Required Prep 
Time outside of 
class per class 
meeting 

1-2 hours prep per class This includes reading, reviewing, 

studying, annotating, completing 

assignments, writing drafts, editing, 

revising, accessing information, 

keeping up with current events, etc. 

 

Typical 
Summative 
Tests and 
Papers 

1-2 tests per quarter 

4-6 essays per quarter 

 

 

Typical 
Summative 
Projects 

1 major and 1 minor project  per quarter  

 

 


